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Procedure:  

1. Write two opposite opinions related to today’s topic on the two ends of the opinion continuum 
below. 

2. Ask 3-4 of your classmates to place their names on the opinion continuum below. Ask them to 
place an “X” on the continuum to represent where they stand on the issue. They should then write 
their name below the “X.” 

3. Ask your classmates to explain why they placed their name where they did. You can ask them to 
elaborate if you don’t understand. You might want to take a few notes under their names to 
remember the important reasons and evidence they use. 

4. Be prepared to give your opinion to several of your classmates as well.

▶︎ Why do you think this? 

▶︎ Can you give me an example? 

▶︎ Can you use other words to explain that? 

▶︎ Let me see if I understand correctly - are 
you saying that... 

▶︎ ____ believes that ____. According to her…

DEVELOPING DISCUSSIONS
OPINION CONTINUUM

Hunting is 
bad.

Hunting is 
good. X

With proper regulation, hunting 
can be a major help in 
maintaining healthy ecosystems.

Elisa

If hunting is part of your culture and 
you eat the meat, I think it’s OK. But 
otherwise people should not hunt. 

X
Jayden

This example of an opinion continuum shows how Elisa and Jayden think differently on the issue of 
hunting. Today you will be making a similar diagram about a different issue. 

With a large or small group, share what you learned from talking to a few classmates.

Words and phrases you might use in today’s discussion:
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Perspective of: _____________________ 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Perspective of: _____________________ 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.

Step One: Think about two people who would probably have opposite 
perspectives on an issue. For example, a teen and a parent might have 
different ideas about what is appropriate to wear to school. 

Step Three:  Have a discussion with your partner taking on your assigned perspective. You can use 
the information from your list above; however try to not read from your list.

DEVELOPING DISCUSSIONS
OPPOSITE PERSPECTIVES

Step Two: Assign yourself one perspective and your partner the other 
perspective on today’s topic. Together, think about and research 
information that you can list below that supports the two sides.

Step Four:  For an extra challenge, trade perspectives and have a second discussion.
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We often have conversations because we want to understand something better or learn more. In 
order to share our ideas clearly, we will need a few skills. One skill is to elaborate, or explain more, 
when people don’t understand or believe what we have said.  

Sometimes a person in the conversation has to prompt (or ask) the person to elaborate.  

Words and phrases that people say 
when they need someone to elaborate: 

▶︎ Can you say more about that?  

▶︎ Can you elaborate?  

▶︎ Tell me more about... 

▶︎ Can you explain your reasoning to me? 

▶︎ Can you clarify the part about...? 

▶︎ Why do you think that? 

▶︎ What do you mean by...?

Words and phrases that people 
say when they are elaborating for 
someone:  

▶︎ Sure, let me be more clear... 

▶︎ To be more specific, I should add 
that... 

▶︎ It’s like when... 

▶︎ It’s similar to the idea that...

DEVELOPING DISCUSSIONS
PLEASE ELABORATE!
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Step One:   

In a group of four, brainstorm as many PRO and CON arguments for 
the topic. 

Step Two:   

All group members memorize the list of PROs and CONs.   

Step Three:   

Divide the groups of four into pairs and have a discussion by doing the 
following: 

◻ One partner is the “director”; the other is the “actor.”  

◻ The director claps and says, “PRO!” 

◻ The actor gives one or two PRO reasons related to today’s 
topic.   

◻ The director claps and says “CON!” and the actor uses a 
transition like “however...,” “on the other hand...,” or “then 
again...,” and gives reasons that support the CON side of the 
issue.  

◻ The director claps again and says “PRO!” and the actor uses a 
different transition and gives more pro reasons. Repeat.   

◻ When finished, the director paraphrases what he or she heard 
and tries to guess which side the actor is really on.   

Step Four:   

Switch roles and repeat process.    

1

DEVELOPING DISCUSSIONS
PRO AND CON

What the ACTOR might say:  

▶︎ One reason for _______ is... 

▶︎ Another reason is... 

▶︎ Additionally… 

▶︎ However, on the other hand... 

▶︎ A reason not… 

▶︎ Furthermore, we should not because… 

What the DIRECTOR might say:  

▶︎ Pro! or Con! 

▶︎ What I heard you say is... 

▶︎ I believe you said...  

▶︎ Correct me if I’m wrong, but I thought I 
heard you say...  

▶︎ Based on what I heard, I think that you 
really believe that...

2

3

4
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CON POSITION

Reason #1

_____________
_____________
_____________

Reason #2

_____________
_____________
_____________

Reason #3

_____________
_____________
_____________

�� �

Step One: Think up reasons for both sides of the issue and write them down. 
Think about which reasons are strong and which reasons are weak. Color in the 
meter above each reason. Think about why you chose the strongest and 
weakest reasons. Be ready to explain to your partner.

Step Two: Explain your meters to your partner. Why did you choose a strong or weak rating? Ask your 
partner questions if you need more explanation. Challenge your partner if your ratings are different. 
As a pair, be prepared to argue that one of the issues has stronger reasons.  

Step Three: Explain to another pair of students in the class which side you think has the stronger 
reasons.  

PRO POSITION

Reason #1

_____________
_____________
_____________

Reason #2

_____________
_____________
_____________

Reason #3

_____________
_____________
_____________

�� �

weak

strong

DEVELOPING DISCUSSIONS
RATING REASONS

▶︎ The strongest reason for ____ is ____ .   

▶︎ This is the strongest reason because 
____ .  

▶︎ The article provides evidence for this 
when it says ____ .   

▶︎ This is the weakest reason due to ____ .  

▶︎ That sounds like a good reason, but 
what is the evidence for ____ ? 

▶︎ Is there data to support ____ ?  

▶︎ I agree that it’s the strongest. Can you 
think of any more evidence? 

▶︎ That’s important, but do you think it 
outweighs ____ .   

▶︎ I didn’t think of that. Can you say more 
about ____ ?  

▶︎ We decided that ____ has stronger 
reasons. For example, ____ .   

▶︎ Which side do you think has the best 
reasons?  

▶︎ Do you really believe that?  

▶︎ Can you think of any reasons that are 
not included here?  

Word and phrases you might use:
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Below is a table you can use to poll other students on issues connected to today’s topic. For example, 
if your topic is about food served in school cafeterias you could ask if a certain food should be banned 
or if fresh fruit and vegetable choices should be increased. 

Names of Students 

▼
Question 1: ___________________________ 

___________________________________ ?

Question 2: ___________________________ 

___________________________________ ?

Results For: 

Against: 

Neutral:

For: 

Against: 

Neutral:

Step One: Fill in each row on the survey grid by talking to one person at a time. Try to talk to as many 
people as possible so you can fill in all the empty rows. Paraphrase their responses. 

Step Two: Count how many students are for, against or neutral when responding to your questions. 
Tally the results at the bottom of the columns.

Step Four: Report to your classmates your findings.  

Step Three: Write a sentence or two that explains what your survey showed. Here are few sentence 
frames that you can use.  

▶︎ The results of my survey show that ______ . 

▶︎ The majority of the responses to my survey show ____ . The reasons people gave for this are 
___.   

▶︎ The results of my survey suggest that the majority of students are for/against ____.  Reasons for 
this include _____.  

DEVELOPING DISCUSSIONS
SURVEY YOUR PEERS
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Below is a conversation between two people. The casual conversation is the way two friends might 
talk. The academic conversation uses school language that is more precise.   

Casual 

No way we should send troops to Syria.

Maybe not, but there’s some bad  
stuff happening and people  

there may need help…

 

 

Academic

In my opinion, committing troops to a place 
like Syria would be a mistake.  

On the other hand, imagine how difficult 
it would be to live in a war zone. From 
this perspective, wouldn’t you want a  
more powerful country to intervene? 

 

 

With a partner, make up two versions of one conversation about a different controversial topic.

Rehearse your academic conversation  
as a reader’s theater. 

DEVELOPING DISCUSSIONS
TAKING IT UP A LEVEL 

Casual

�

�

�

�

�

�

Academic

�

�

�

�

�

�

Your Topic: ___________________________________________________________________

Sample Topic: Should the U.S. military become more involved in Syria?
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People on both sides of a controversial issue can always find good reasons and evidence to support 
their opinions. If that weren’t the case, the issue wouldn’t be considered controversial! But some 
reasons and evidence will weigh more. In class discussions, we want to be sure to explore both sides. 
Then we choose to defend the side of the issue that seems to have reasons and evidence that carry 
more weight, or significance. This weight will be different for every person because we value different 
things.

Reasons and Evidence for My Position Reasons and Evidence for the Opposing Position

1. ___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________ 

___________________________________

1. ___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________ 

___________________________________

Explain your persuasion 
balance to your partner.  
Why did you think some 

reasons and evidence 
had more weight than 

others? Why did one side 
weigh more than the 

other for you. When your 
partner has a turn, ask 

your partner to elaborate 
if you need him or her to 

be more clear.  my 

opposing 
position

#1 #2 #3

#1 #2 #3

DEVELOPING DISCUSSIONS
WEIGHING THE EVIDENCE

Words and phrases you might say: 

▶︎ I believe that _____ . 

▶︎ This evidence weighs more for me because _____ . 

▶︎ I think this is less important due to _____ . 

▶︎ While _____ is a good reason, I think that _____ is more convincing because... 

▶︎ Overall, I think the argument that _____ carries more weight because _____ . 

▶︎ Some people would argue that _____ but I think _____ .


